






the great debate

issues raised digging deeper

key scripture passages

scene description

Are you ready, willing, and able to boldly defend the faith against 
ungodly worldviews, as Admiral Fitzroy did?

Prepare for Battle

Thomas Huxley was 
known as “Darwin’s 
Bulldog”, and both 
Samuel Wilberforce and 
Admiral Fitzroy actively 
sought to refute his false 
claims in the famous 
1860 debate at Oxford. 
Are you equipped to 
refute today’s in§ uential 
“bulldogs” of  evolutionary 
theory such as Richard 
Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens? If  not, how do you plan to 
prepare for this?

Facts Must Be Interpreted 

Admiral Fitzroy and Charles Darwin were both lay naturalists who 
witnessed the same § ora and fauna while on the Galápagos Islands 
together in 1835, yet they reached vastly di¦ erent conclusions about 
what they saw. This points to the important principle that facts 
don’t speak for themselves; they must be interpreted. To properly 
explain the facts, you must 
have the right worldview 
presuppositions as your 
foundation. What steps have 
you taken to identify and 
master the core assumptions 
that relate to a proper 
understanding of  creation?

When God’s name and testimony is dishonored by those at war 
with God, how should Christians respond?

1 Samuel 17:26, 45-47; Acts 17:16-31; Jude 1:3

Should Christians seek common ground with those of opposing 
faiths when trying to answer their wrong positions?

Ephesians 5:11; 1 Kings 18:21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-17;
1 Chronicles 18:1-3, 19:1-3; Matthew 12:30

This recreation of  the famous debate in Oxford, England between 
Bishop Samuel Wilberforce and Darwin’s protégée Thomas Huxley 
brings the historic battle of  worldviews and antithesis into sharp 
focus. Emerging from the background, Admiral Robert Fitzroy calls 
out to the crowd to “believe God rather than man.” 

Admiral Fitzroy walked where Darwin had walked while on the 
Galápagos, but he came to vastly di¦ erent conclusions which he 
openly expressed during this historic debate.

“bulldogs” of  evolutionary 



death, atonement, and christian sacrifice

issues raised digging deeper

key scripture passages

scene description

What are the implications to core Christian doctrine if  one accepts the 
evolutionary view of  death before Adam?

Evolution Undermines the Atonement

The fossil record 
was formed 
by the death 
of  millions 
of  animals. 
Creationists 
believe these 
fossils were 
created during 
the Global Flood, 
while evolutionists 
maintain they were 
created millions of  
years ago, long before the Adam and Eve of  the Bible existed. Yet if  
we accept the idea that there was the reign of  tooth and claw before 
Adam’s sin, we undermine the basis and signi� cance of  Christ’s 
atonement. Are you willing to dispense with one of  the cardinal 
doctrines of  the Christian faith simply to believe evolution?

Evolution Leads to Exploitation 

In Christian cultures, men have consistently laid down their lives 
in defense of  women and 
children, with the strong 
dying for the weak, rather 
than exploiting them. 
How does evolutionary 
theory di¦ er from this, 
and what have been the 
consequences when the 
chivalric code of  defending 
“women and children � rst” 
has been set aside?

Was there death in the world at the beginning of the universe, as 
evolutionists claim? If  not, when was death � rst introduced?

Romans 5:12-17; Genesis 2:16-17

While evolutionists make the “survival of the � ttest” preeminent, 
what does the Bible teach concerning Christ’s “� tness” as well as 
what He did for the “un� t”?

2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22-24

In this scene, Dr. John Morris explains that, in the evolutionary 
worldview, the death of  animals and humans is the basis for progress, 
the hope that perfection will be obtained through the survival of  the 
� ttest. But from the Bible’s perspective, death is a consequence of  
man’s sin against God. It’s the penalty for disobedience, and the hope 
of  redemption from death is found in the Gospel. Evolution is based 
on survival of  the � ttest, yet in Christianity, the most � t of  all—Jesus 
Christ—died to save the un� t, fallen man.



generational hope

issues raised digging deeper

key scripture passages

scene description

Are you prepared to give a message of  hope from God’s Word to the 
next generation?

Discipleship a Priority

Scripture exhorts 
both parents 
(Deuteronomy 
6:4-7; 32:46-
47) as well as 
church elders (2 
Timothy 2:2) to 
make generational 
discipleship a 
central priority 
in their service to 
Christ. How has 
Christians’ retreat 
in this area over the last hundred years or so led to an anemic church, 
and what steps should be taken to reverse this trend?

What’s Your Plan? 

In contrast to Erasmus Darwin, Thomas Huxley and others 
chronicled in the � lm who left a generational legacy of  ungodly 
skepticism, Dr. Henry Morris, father of  Dr. John, and expedition 
leader Doug Phillips have sought to establish a generational legacy 
of  hope that proclaims the 
greatness of  God as the 
Creator. Joshua Phillips 
journals that he plans 
to follow in these men’s 
footsteps and one day tell 
his children the truth about 
the Galápagos Islands. 
What steps do you plan 
to take to teach the next 
generation the greatness of  
God’s ways (Psalm 145)?

What hope does Scripture provide in contrasting the power of 
faithful multi-generational discipleship versus the a� ects of 
generational discipleship rooted in sin?

Exodus 20:5-6; Deuteronomy 5:9-10; Psalm 112

What are some of the particular blessings God promises for those 
who train the next generation to reject the world’s ways and 
embrace the truth found in Scripture?

Deuteronomy 32:46-47; Psalm 90:16-17; Psalm 103:17-18;
Psalm 144:11-15; Isaiah 8:16-18

In this scene, Doug Phillips gives his son Joshua a magnifying 
glass and reminds him that a good soldier of  Christ is one who 
investigates the wonderful truths and stories of  God as Creator and 
passes them on to the next generation. He urges Joshua to take what 
he has learned during their journey to the Galápagos Islands—the 
fact that these mysterious islands are a showcase for creation, not a 
laboratory for evolution—and tell this story to the world.


